Mendocino College - MLA STYLE SHEET 8th Edition

A Works Cited lists the sources used in a research project or essay where you have
quoted or paraphrased some material. Below is an example of a Works Cited list done
in MLA (Modern Language Association) style. The list should be formatted in the
following way:
• Center the title, Works Cited, one inch from the top.
• Double space within and between all of the citations.
• Alphabetize by author’s last name or by title if there is no author. Ignore articles such
as "a," "an" or "the" as the first word in a title.
• Begin the Works Cited list on a new page at the end of the paper. Number the page as
a continuation of the text. (If your text ends on page 8, then your Works Cited will start
on page 9.)
• Use a ½ inch space indention for all lines after the first line of an entry.
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Mendocino College - Parenthetical References - MLA
Parenthetical references are used instead of footnotes or endnotes in a research
papers. Their purpose is to acknowledge your use of quoted or paraphrased material.
Do this by placing the author's last name and the page number of the work from which
you have borrowed material in parentheses. Parenthetical references must be
accompanied by a list of Works Cited. This list appears at the end of your paper and
contains the complete publishing information for all the items mentioned in your
parenthetical references.
For a book, usually the author's last name and a page reference are enough to
identify the source:
Ancient writers attributed the invention of the monochord to Pythagoras (Marcuse 197).
If the author's name is used in the text of the paper, you need not repeat it in the
parenthetical citation that follows:
Marcuse states that ancient writers attributed the invention of the monochord to
Pythagoras (197).
If you are using two or more works by the same author, put a comma after the
author's name and include a shortened version of the title before the page
number:
Eighteenth-century England is portrayed as "an humble satellite" in the world of music
and art (Durant, “Voltaire” 214).
Creative men and women make "history forgivable by enriching our heritage and our
lives" (Durant, “Autobiography” 406).
Magazine articles are cited in much the same way:
A 1983 report found "a decline in the academic quality of students choosing teaching as
a career" (Hook 10).

If the source is mentioned in the text, and the work is referred to as a whole, no
parenthetical documentation is necessary, provided all information is given in the
list of works cited:
Computerworld has devoted a thoughtful editorial, "Uneasy Silence," to the issue of
government and technology.
If you are documenting someone's ideas in general -- you cannot pin them to one
particular statement or page in the work -- it is considered better form to include
the author's name in the text rather than use a parenthetical reference. However,
you may cite the work without a page number:
Between the years 1945 and 1972, the political party system in the United States
underwent profound changes (Schlesinger).
Personal interviews may be referred to in the text as such, and then supported
with full information in the list of works cited:
In a personal interview, Mr. Pei described his recollections of life in his Brooklyn
neighborhood.
Newspaper articles may be cited in the text in a similar manner:
In a New York Times article, Glenn Collins wrote that many newly-single fathers find it
extremely difficult to assume the care-giving role.
Remember: A list of works cited must appear at the end of your paper. It should
also begin on a new page and within the text of your paper. Each page of your
works cited should continue the pagination that was started within your paper
though. For example, if your paper ends at page eight (8), then your works cited
would start on page nine (9).

